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 March 13, 2020. The day that 

changed all of our lives in an instant. We 

went from a fast paced life, waking up at 

6:45 am to be at school by 7:50 to living in 

a slow, asynchronous life where it didn’t 

matter what time you woke up. The news 

filled with updates on Covid-19 daily and 

masks becoming a normalcy almost 

everywhere. One of the most drastic 

changes for the world was the way 

students were going to achieve their 

education. We were simply told it was 

going to be a 2 week break, but that slowly 

advanced into a year. Adults always say 

that your middle school years are crucial 

to your development; I couldn't agree 

more. Middle school is truly where you 

experience some of the biggest rites of 

passage, but the pandemic took that away 

from us all. Graduations were turned 

virtual, dances were cancelled, missing the 

Ski and Snowboarding club’s annual trip 

to Killngton, Vermont; etc.  However, as 

humans we have always found ways to 

adapt to new surroundings so when the 

second year of schooling in the pandemic 

came around we knew how to handle it. 

Yes, there are many obstacles that both 

teachers and students are facing but 

truthfully we are all managing in our own 

ways. Zoom meetings from 8:00 am to 

1:45 pm, learning by staring at a computer 

The World of Middle School…but during a pandemic 
By: Olivia Montes de Oca – Smoke Signals, Editor-In-Chief 
 screen all day. Most students may argue 

that virtual learning was very unfortunate, 

devastating to them for many reasons. I, 

however, have to disagree with those 

students. As a person, who finds being in 

environments like school nerve-racking 

sometimes, it was comforting to be able to 

stay home in an environment that I felt safe 

and comfortable in. Strangely enough, it 

also provided me with more focus as I was 

in an element that provided me with very 

few distractions, compared to some that 

would be in school. There were no kids 

crossing through the hallways, there was no 

random bell or announcements interrupting 

teachers, not to mention the interruptions 

within the classroom as well. Sure, virtual 

learning has its downfalls but so does in 

person learning. To say that virtual learning 

has dramatically changed the way education 

is obtained is very accurate, but I would say 

that it changed it for the better. Middle 

school will never be the same, there are 

even more obstacles to hurdle over. This 

pandemic truly exemplified that we are 

more than capable of accomplishing the 

best even in the direst, acute situations. To 

sum it all up, the pandemic hit us like a 

tsunami filled with debris of negative 

effects, yet we moved on and adapted to a 

new lifestyle regardless of the treacherous 

waters beneath us.  

 
 

 
There were 3 academic and 

leadership requirements to get 

into the National Junior Honors 

Society. To start off, you had 

to have an average of a 3.5 

GPA in the 6th and 7th grade. 

Moreover, you had to get 3 

teacher recommendations. 

Furthermore, you had to 

participate in at least 2 school 

and 1 community sponsored 

activities. Through the mention 

of these activities and through 

academics, it proved that the 

33 students who were accepted 

had earned their place! Some 

of the accomplishments of the 

National Junior Honor Society 

was the voting in of the 

executive board, which 

included the president, vice 

president, secretary, and 

treasurer. This was imperative 

to truly start the club, as the 

goal of the club is to work 

along with one another to help 

excel, whilst demonstrating 

initiative and leadership. To 

congratulate all of the NJHS 

inductees, Ms. Fasano, the 

leading teacher of the club, 

held an induction ceremony. 

Parents and teachers were all in 

attendance to celebrate the 

accomplishment the inductees 

had achieved. At the moment, 

the NJHS is in the process of 

organizing peer tutoring that 

will be available to the 

Kawameeh students.  
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Football Season Wrap-Up 
By: Evan Casey 

Peer leadership is a club that leads by example making the community better. 

As a peer leader for all 3 years at Kawameeh, I am so glad to have been a part of this 

club. My fellow peer leaders and I always work in collaboration to come up with 

effective ideas to help others. Always offering our services in an encouraging, positive 

light. However, after the 2 years, I have participated this year has been immensely 

different. From holding our meetings online and communicating through the computer, 

yet we continue to stick to our purpose to help others. As a club, we are always glad to 

add new members who want to help as much as possible. We are happy to see the 

growth throughout the club and the impact it makes throughout the community. We 

hope to continue to spread positivity to Kawameeh Middle School and throughout the 

community as a whole. 

This year, we had to alter the approach of what we had done prior, to come up 

with ideas that are still suitable to make an impact on our town. Not just in this club but 

globally everyone has had to make adjustments to their everyday life to fit the 

circumstances they were in. In this club for example not doing things like we are used 

to including meeting in person after school to create posters, and participate in 

elementary school field days, go into the kindergarten classes to read to them, and talk 

to them about anti-bullying and friendship. In the new circumstances, we worked 

virtually to create positivity posters for our school, communicating with one another via 

zoom and email, preparing to visit elementary schools via zoom, and hosting virtual 

emotional support lunch groups. These are multiple out-of-the-box creative ideas that 

still are just as effective as if things were a normal situation. 

As we ease back into what is considered normal with hybrid learning we still 

continue to meet virtually in hopes that things can return to what they once were. In the 

future virtual or in-person we will continue to make a difference in the community 

helping students in many ways. Peer leaders always are there for someone who needs 

help and the beauty of this club is students helping students. Even when I leave 

Kawameeh, I will take these skills of leadership I learned in this club to carry it on 

through my life. In summary, even though the pandemic our club is able to continue to 

function and provide the same amount of leadership to the community and will continue 

to always help others in the future!  

 

Inside Look: Peer Leadership Club 
By: Kailey Houston 
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Inside the Teepee: PTA NEWS 

 

The KMS PTA is always looking for your 

help so we can reach our budget goal for 

this school year. Events such as the 6th & 

7th Grade Ice Cream Socials, KMS Staff 

Holiday Luncheon, & other great events 

are sponsored by the PTA.  We also 

support our school’s P.A.C. by purchasing 

playbill advertisements.  Our largest 

expense each year goes to our own 8th 

Graders, by providing graduation portfolios 

for each student, making a donation to the 

yearbook committee, and purchasing the 

prestigious Kawameeh Chief Awards.  

 

Thank you in advance to the families who 

have joined the PTA and have also sent in 

their family donations. Your support is 

greatly appreciated. If you have any 

questions, please do not hesitate to send an 

email to PTA Mailbox at 

KMSPTA.UNION@yahoo.com  

 

The PTA Executive Board 

 

Some may say that the season 

started off on rocky waters, but as proven by 

the scores the team drastically improved 

over time. The coach of the football team, 

Coach Deluca, mentioned the football team 

was 0-4. He also stated that the last game of 

the season wasn’t as triumphant as expected, 

as they lost 19-12. The team they had lost to 

had a history of being undefeated, yet the 

team went in with full hopefulness in their 

minds.  As the world was hit by Covid19, so 

was the world of school sports. Coach 

DeLuca states, “It was difficult at times 

playing during the pandemic because we 

had less players than we normally would, 

but overall it was a great experience. In 

addition, the team really improved, and the 

kids became better players individually as 

well.” This year's season was made the 

most of, regardless of the battles that 

came with it! We all can’t wait to see what 

the team and Coach Deluca have in store for 

next season! 
 

Art Club 
By: Zyara Lorenezo 
 The Art Club is a club where 

students of KMS can express themselves 

on a piece of paper. It gives students the 

opportunity to work in a more relaxed and 

informal setting to discuss and work on art. 

It is also a place for practicing skills and to 

develop techniques. In the Art Club, 

students can choose what they want to do 

such as drawing, painting, clay, etc. The 

school will provide the materials, however, 

you will have to go to KMS and pick them 

up or stop by and see Mrs. Rible. If you’re 

interested in joining, reach out to Mrs. 

Rible for more details! 
 

Get to Know Theater Club 
By: Kristolyn Koduah 

Welcome to the wonderful world 

of the theatre! Theatre Club is a club 

where you and other theatre lovers talk 

about plays. Mrs. Lewis, the club advisor, 

provides us with clips and scenes from a 

play. Then, students discuss the play’s 

performance elements, such as vocal 

expression and body language. Last year, 

the Theatre Club went to Medieval Times. 

The club saw a big show with knights, 

sword fighting, and live competitions. 

Right now, the theatre club will watch 

these performances virtually, such as the 

opening number of Fame: The Musical, 

“Hard Work.” Mrs. Lewis is also 

directing Schoolhouse Rock Live Jr, and 

all are invited to watch this performance 

(held at Alan Augustine Park, from April 

29th to May 1st).  The theatre club meets 

once a week on Mondays at 2:40. Now 

you know a little more about the theatre 

club! 



Mr. Lopes, 7th grade honors history 

teacher, is such a great teacher. He's 

distinguished not just because he’s fun, but also 

admired because he cares for his students and 

dedicated to his job. His ability to both teach and 

allow his class to be enjoyable is amazing! The 

students find pleasure in talking and connecting 

with Mr. Lopes, but we always get the work 

done. “I really try my best to get to know each 

student individually. Getting to know each of my 

students and learning about the things they are 

interested in, their unique ethnic and cultural 

backgrounds, their favorite hobbies, and a myriad 

of things of that nature helps me communicate 

and interact with my students outside of the 

realm of social studies or academics. I also just 

try to be funny, make my class as engaging as 

possible, and take breaks from social studies to 

have conversations about what’s going on in their 

world. My current goal this year is to learn more 

about anime since many of my students are fans.”  

However, because of the pandemic, we 

all had to adapt. We know that technology is the 

main use of communication and work, but it can 

bring both simplicities and difficulties into 

teaching. “I would say the fact that everyone (all 

staff, students, and parents) are adapting to and 

facing this challenging year head on. In the midst 

of a pandemic, with so much other things going 

on outside of school, the district staff, students, 

and parents are all doing their best to make this 

year successful for everyone. That definitely fills 

me with pride, and makes me love being a part of 

Union.”  

Speaking of being part of Union, Mr. 

Lopes participates in Kawameeh sports and 

events to show his gratification. “I rep Union and 

Kawameeh outside of school, wearing hoodies 

and shirts to the gym, grocery shopping, and 

different places I go. I also attend school events 

such as the musicals, the plays, and anything that 

our students are a part of. Finally, I get really 

competitive in the annual sports competitions 

against Burnet because I want us to win.”  

In conclusion, it is clear that most kids 

are fond of Mr. Lopes’ attitude in his class. 

Here’s what he has to say to all the Kawameeh 

students: “What I would pass on to my students 

would be to live in the present moment. Focus on 

today; not yesterday, not tomorrow. Enjoy and 

live for what’s happening now, rather than 

stressing about what has happened, or what may 

happen.” Words of wisdom from an admired 

teacher, which I agree. 

 

7th Grade Teacher Spotlight: 
Mr. Fabian Lopes 

By. Samantha Fontanilla 

 

“I am the most blessed person in the world because 

I love what I do every day.”-Mrs. J. 
 
Me: Ok the first question is how long have you been a teacher? 

Mrs. J: I have been a teacher for so long I don’t know how many years.  1987 I 

started, so I guess it is a math problem.   

 

Me: Ok, to follow that up the next question is, what is your favorite thing about 

teaching? 

Mrs. J: 100% the students. I love seeing their smiles and faces and reaching them 

when they understand something. Also, meeting the parents and getting to know 

the families. 

 

Me: Ok next question:  How did you get into teaching? 

Mrs. J: I was in fifth grade and my cousin would tell me stories about her Special 

ED class and I LOVED it so much that I wanted to become a teacher. 

 

Me: Why math? 

Mrs. J: Well, I used to teach all four subjects but tutored for math a lot and 

absolutely loved it. I was going to go to the principal and ask if I could teach just 

math but my principal called me into his office and told me that I needed to just 

teach math. Also, I struggled with math when I was younger so I could 

understand when and where a student might need help. 

 

Me: So what is the biggest challenge of teaching?  

Mrs. J: Getting kids motivated to do their work. 

 

Me: To follow up on that, next question: what is the biggest challenge of teaching 

virtual? 

Mrs. J: The technology, definitely. 

 

Me: If not a teacher what would you be? 

Mrs. J: I would be an interior designer. I always help my friends with decorating 

their houses.  

 

Me: Ok, final question:  What is your best teaching story ever? 

Mrs. J: I had a student who was in the office more than in my classroom. One 

day, he was doing well so I called his dad and told his father that his son had done 

well that day and the father asked if I had the wrong number because his son had 

never had a good call home. So the next day, the student when he walked in had a 

brand new outfit and shoes. I asked him why he had the new clothes and he said 

that he had never gotten a good phone call home so it was as a reward that he had 

gotten the new outfit and shoes. 

  

Me: Thank you to Mrs. J for coming and being a great teacher! I have learned so 

much from you already this year! 

 

6th Teacher Spotlight:  
Mrs. Cathy Jakositz -“Mrs. J.” 
By: Jordan Brooks 

What’s Happening Around Union 
By: Elia Titmas 
 You may be wondering what’s new in our lovely town of Union! Many 

students went back to school last month with the new hybrid schedule. 

Also, recently, the local Easter bunny was handing out eggs to members of 

our town. Last, but certainly not least, back in November, we said farewell 

to Superintendent Tatum, who retired after many years working in the 

district. Currently, we are welcoming Acting Superintendent, Gerry 

Benaquista. We wish him nothing but the best and are rooting for him 

during this time!  
 



 

KMSPTA's Spring Fling Virtual Tricky 

Tray tickets are NOW on sale!  This event 

will be held Saturday, May 22, 2021 at 

Kawameeh Middle School.  Don't miss 

out on this awesome fundraiser!  We have 

spent the last year and a half gathering 

amazing prizes for you to win!  From 

local gift cards, to a TV, to Kalahari 

tickets, to a golf 4-some at Galloping Hill 

Golf Course, we have something for 

everyone!!  All proceeds will benefit the 

students of KMS! 

Entry tickets are $15.00 and include a 

sheet of Level 1 prize tickets.  We also 

have bundle packets available.  This pack 

gives $60.00 worth of tickets for only 

$50.00!  The bundles include 5 sheets of 

tickets for Level 1 prizes, 3 sheets of 

tickets for Level 2 prizes, and 1 grand 

prize ticket.  Individual tickets will be 

available the day of the event, however, 

bundles will be limited.  Make sure you 

get yours now!!  We will also have a 

calendar 50/50 raffle, a $250.00 NJ lottery 

scratchoff board, and a $250.00 gift card 

board.  We will also have our regular 

50/50.  There truly is something for 

everyone!! 

This will be a Virtual Event, and will be 

shown Facebook Live starting at 7:00pm 

on Saturday May 22. 

You can purchase your tickets on 

Memberhub: 

https://kawameeh.memberhub.store 

Once you purchase your tickets, you will 

find a SignUpGenius link to sign up for a 

time slot to come to the school to drop 

your tickets.  These are hour-long time 

slots and times range from 10:00am - 

5:00pm.  We will be following Covid 

protocol by limiting the number of people 

to 50 per hour.  Masks are REQUIRED to 

drop your tickets, and unfortunately, we 

cannot allow anyone under the age of 18 

on the premises for this event. 

Please spread the word to your friends and 

family!  We want to make this event a 

success and we need your help!! 

Feel free to reach out 

to KMSPTATrickyTray@gmail.com with 

any questions you may have. 

  

As always, we thank you for 

Spring Fling 
Virtual Tricky Tray 

Event! 

“Your Memory” 
By: Lakota Boyd 

 
Your memory is part of life. 

Your memory embraces your best events. 
Your memory captures your worst days. 

Your memory is your friend. 
 

Your memory can remember the noises of life. 
Your memory beholds all the sights that pass before your eyes. 

Your memory can retain aromas or odors from childhood and 
present stages. 

Your memory can memorize the touch of objects. 
 

Your memory can identify different flavors of food. 
Your memory is imperfectly perfect. 

Your memory is personal. 
Your memory is significant. 

 
Your memory is unique. 

Your memory is original. 
Your memory is precious. 
Your memory is beautiful. 

 
Your memory is part of life. 

Your memory embraces your best moments. 
Your memory captures your worst days. 

Your memory is your story.  

 

“Two Weeks” 
By: Zuriel Marino 

 

Two weeks 
they had said. 

 

Two weeks off of school. 
Teachers made the claim of coming back 

soon enough. 
 

Two weeks that made every single student  
beam with joy. 

Two weeks that changed everything. 
 

Changed so quickly like someone had  
snapped their fingers. 

 

I didn’t ask Thanos to change my reality 
too, 

but here we are, 
in the inevitable. 

 

Who said that words 
on a piece of paper were 
so deep,  
They’re just words,  
It’s just me giving out 
my heart 
-Kai Garland 
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NJ Devils STEM Week! 
By: Leillany Molina 

Have you been looking for unique 

jewelry but can’t find anything that has 

reasonable pricing and authentic quality? 

Well, AurabyJules has exactly what you’re 

looking for! Jules Ballesteros, a fourteen-

year-old student, decided to start her small 

jewelry business in December of 2020. 

Ballesteros states, “I’d been meaning to start 

this business for a while, and I had finally 

gotten a chance to open an Etsy account. I 

started it because I love creating things and 

having a jewelry business was a smart outlet 

for some of my ideas.” Ballesteros pieces of 

jewelry are simple and eclectic, perfect to 

wear for any occasion. Since she makes many 

types of jewelry such as rings, earrings, and 

necklaces there are several types of supplies 

she uses to make them. Majority of the items 

are made up of wires (either of silver, gold, or 

rose gold colors) oven-baked clay, UV resin, 

glossy modge podge, various beads, and of 

course paints! After talking to a previous 

customer she expressed how she was very 

pleased with Jules’s customer service. 

According to the customer, the assistance was 

very helpful and friendly. Jules answered all 

questions and was open to any suggestions 

the customer had for her. The customer 

Support Small Business & Young Entrepreneurs 
By: Emily Eugene 
 

Smoke Signals 

The week of March 15 was New Jersey 

Devils STEM Week for Mrs. Stabler’s eighth-

grade honors classes. During this time, students 

were able to join webinars hosted by the NJ 

Devils administration, and participate in 

different STEM geared activities. These events 

provided students an opportunity to learn how 

different aspects of STEM were part of their 

daily lives. In one experiment, students had to 

click a pin as many times as they could in a 

minute. After that minute, they stuck their hand 

into ice cold water and repeated the previous 

action. Each session concluded with a Kahoot. 

It gave the students a chance to win a prize pack 

using the knowledge that they obtained. They 

had lots of fun during this week, and enjoyed all 

of the activities that they participated in. 
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received her package within less than a 

week and she explained how the jewelry 

was of very excellent quality. She had also 

received a handwritten thank you letter 

along with small goodies within the 

package. As it is shown, Ballesteros spends 

lots of time working and personalizing 

everything from the pieces to the 

packaging. In comparison to other 

businesses, everything she creates is 

completely handmade and she tries to make 

her products to be as environmentally 

friendly as possible. Because of the 

COVID-19 pandemic, Jules attempts to be 

as safe as possible when regarding her 

orders and deliveries. Every order she ships 

out is sanitized multiple times before 

leaving her house. Additionally, each time 

she designs a new item of jewelry, she uses 

new gloves and wipes down her entire 

workspace, just to be cautious. It’s 

astonishing to see how someone as young 

as herself started a business and is 

continuing to persevere through with it. As 

a way to support her small business, I 

suggest following Ballesteros’s social 

media accounts all of which go by the 

name, AurabyJules. 
 

   

 
 


